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Peter Willard was our pre-camp speaker this summer
and told the staff that listening is saying I love you. The
ability to treat other people’s words as the most important
thing in the world does not come naturally to most of us.
Inspirational speakers can get you on a temporary high,
but learning what’s on a child’s heart is finding hidden
gold. God has put us on this earth to learn to communicate
with Him. Romans 8:26 says that the Holy Spirit prays for us
with groans that cannot be expressed in words.

Perhaps the Best Camp Story
Perhaps the best story that ever came from Camp Good
News was in the summer of 1938 when eleven-year-old Bill
Winchell and his ten-year-old brother Dick came to camp.
Their father died when the boys were young children.
Their mother and grandmother who lived with them
realized the boys needed socialization. The boys had the
choice of attending a “religious” (had no idea of what that
meant) camp or a more expensive secular camp. Because
the boys were unselfish, they chose the “religious” camp.
Camp Good News was still then primitive. The campers
lived in tents and slept on canvas cots. There was no
electricity or running water.

Campers from the 30’s
After the boys went home their mother wrote my dad,
“What did you do to my boys? They will not go to sleep at
night unless they read their Bibles and pray.” The Sunday
school teacher at the mainline church they attended
seemed to enjoy talking more about baseball than Jesus,
so the boys and their mother joined a new church that
fully honored the Lord Jesus Christ. Their mother’s faith
blossomed and within a few years she brought forty-five
of her neighbors to Christ.
The next summer Bill and Dick decided they wanted
to obey Jesus last command, “go into all the world and
proclaim the good news.” Dick spent his life as a engineer
on a team proclaiming Christ into North Korea via radio.
Bill headed a mission group of 1000 missionaries called
TEAM: The Evangelical Alliance Mission. Both brothers are
now with the Lord, but their memory lives on.

Jim Begay & Staff
The boys’ counselor was a Navaho Indian named Jim Begay
who was genuinely warm, happy, and very serious about
his love for Jesus Christ. His campers very much admired
him. The brothers noticed Jim getting up early to go off into
the woods, and one day they decided to follow him. They
found him on his knees praying for them, each camper by
name. The brothers soon came to Christ.

Jesus talked about good soil, and Bill and Dick were good
soil. Their mother was a widow. The boys had a counselor
who was serious about the Word and prayer. Jesus said
in Luke 18:1 that man should always pray and not quit.
Because Jim had the joy and peace of Christ in his heart
and on his countenance, people seeking truth were
attracted to him.

Peter Willard

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Colossians 3:12
Campers & Staff at the Cape Cod Canal

Krystal Reaches Out to Camp
As I reflect on where I was at this time last year, I am
overwhelmed with gratefulness for you all. Prior to joining
CGN last summer, I was alone, lost, and anxiety ridden.
You welcomed me in with open arms and healed my soul.
You gave me family, a support system, and a home on
the Cape. You reignited my love for God and enhanced
my relationship with Him. Never have I experienced such
kindness and generosity in my life.
Words will never be able to fully express how thankful I am
that God led me to CGN. I would love to reconnect with all
of you from CGN 2018, so if you would like, please feel free

to add me on any social media, or write back to the return
address. Because of your support, I am happy to share
that I will be attending school this fall in my hometown. I
am thrilled to be surrounded by my family and to pursue
a PhD in early childhood autism diagnosis and treatment.
I couldn’t have achieved this without the support and
healing that CGN provided me in my time of need.
So once again, thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Always, Krystal Starke
Let us know if you’d like to have Krystal’s contact information!
Call us at: 508-477-9731

Mariana & Jimena

Friends from Mexico
The seventeen-year-olds at Camp Good News find
themselves transitioning from the role of camper to staff.
They usually work as either a junior counselor or kitchen
worker. This can be very challenging because of many
new and demanding responsibilities. This was Jimena’s
first summer at camp, a world of foreign customs,
language, food, and cabins. Coming alone early to train
for lifeguarding and WSI, she must have faced culture
shock. Rather than pine away for the comforts of home,
Jimena doubled down to get the job done. After reaching
home, she shot off the following short email:
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I just wanted to let you know that we arrived safely to
Mexico! And that I’m really grateful for the opportunity
of working this summer in camp. I grew up so much as a
person both spiritually and socially, thank you for being so
kind to me always.
Hope to be back next year,

Jimena

Not only did Jimena make it, she thrived. It was a pleasure
to get to know each of the amazing people that graced our
shores this summer at camp!

Karen Carlson Moves to Camp Good News
As a child psychologist and American Camp Association
consultant, Karen brought an abundance of energy and
knowledge to camp this year. She helped staff understand the
emotional and spiritual needs of campers and taught them
how to help children have fun and challenge themselves.

Karen, Tamara, & Vova
Karen was an experienced Girl Scout when she first came to
Camp Good News at the age of nineteen in the summer of 1981.
Little did she know that she would be part of the camp family for
the rest of her life. Karen said from the beginning of my time here,
God planted the ministry of Camp Good News firmly in my heart
and mind. Karen thrived in her roles as counselor, Assistant
Head Counselor and Waterfront Director and enjoyed working
with some old-timers or as Karen says “child experts,” such as
Gert Wunsch, Faith Willard, Hope Brooks, and Paul Warren.

I was so taken with how thoughtful and prayerful these
individuals were, and how truly expert they were in their
knowledge of children and youth development. I knew
after that very first summer that I wanted to dedicate
my life to bettering the lives of children.
After getting her doctorate in child clinical psychology,
Karen worked for over thirty years in various child
welfare organizations, including Paul Newman’s The
Hole in the Wall Gang Camp, before moving to Cape
Cod this summer. Throughout those years, Karen
stayed active at Good News, helping Hope and later
Jane during the weekends and time off from her other
jobs each summer. Karen’s sons and daughter, ages
twenty, twenty-three, and twenty-five, would often join
her at camp.
Now that her children are settled away from home,
Karen plans to move year-round into “Thelma’s Place”
on Camp Good News Road. She hopes to develop ties
to the local community as a practicing psychologist
while continuing with camp development activities. I
would love for more of the local youth to attend Good News
and enjoy this blessed place for decades to come.

Karen Carlson

How about Sailing a 34-foot Sloop on Buzzards Bay

The Gemini Sailboat
Since the language of kids is having fun, we decided to add
a few new activities to the program: golfing with pro golfer
Tim Turbeville at the Falmouth Country Club and sailing with
Captain Ghislaine on Gemini.
Tim Turbeville has been a member of the PGA for twenty-five
years and is an avid junior golf instructor. He met Steve Brooks
at Osterville Baptist Church and offered the girls and boys of
Camp Good News the opportunity to play golf at Falmouth
Country Club each week. As a PGA professional golfer, he was

able to cover all aspects of the golf swing as well as golf
course etiquette. Campers learn that golf is a game like
no other, a game of integrity and honesty. It was quite a
novelty for our staff to drive campers to Falmouth where
they could experience golfing with the pros!
Hopefully Ghislaine and Tim got as much out of these
unique experience as the campers who joined them.
Sharing their knowledge and passion for sailing and golf
opened a whole new world to these young novices.

Campers loved to Sail with Captain Ghislaine
Among other things, Ghislaine is an accomplished dancer and
accountant, but whenever possible she longs to get out on
the ocean in her beloved sailboat Gemini. It doesn’t surprise
me that she found herself aboard a client’s 34- foot sloop, nor
fell in love with sailing. Growing up in Lowell, Massachusetts,

Ghislaine used to bike along the Merrimack River and
remembers:

It was a peaceful place to talk to God and share my
childish worries and insecurities. Here, too, is where

3

my imagination would soar. I wondered what it would be like
to float along this waterway, bobbing about along tree-lined
shores. I dreamt of being on a little boat way up in the White
Mountains of New Hampshire where the river began, drifting
down through Manchester down to Lowell and all the way out
to Newburyport where she would merge with the sea. Such
were some of my first notions of what it might be like to be on
a water-bound vessel.
This city girl never had a chance to really experience
sailingfirsthand until seven years ago. At the risk of rejection,
I asked a client to take me out sailing “sometime.” He agreed
and “sometime” became a actual date on my calendar. We
met at a dock and I stepped into a Herreshoff 12 1/2. Within
seconds, my client handed the tiller over to me and said, “sail.”

Wow! Words cannot express how wonderful it was to
feel the ocean beneath the hull, the wind full in the sails,
and the tug of the rudder in my hand.
That first summer learning to sail was nothing short of
amazing. I was so afraid to solo-sail but remember that
feeling of confidence after I did it. I did it!!! That was the
beginning of many evenings sailing Buzzards Bay after
work. Hundreds of sails later, and several boats later, I
am ever reminded of that God-presence I had as a child
on the shores of the Merrimack River. I hope to share
this passion for sailing with children and counselors at
Camp Good News.
Captain of the Sailing Vessel Gemini

Ghislaine Lacerte

Into Thy Tender Arms
This past April we said good-bye to Glenn Brown a beloved
staff member. After setbacks from his cancer, Glenn spent
weeks in the ICU in Georgia. Though wheelchair bound, he
still hoped to return to camp: I love it up there. He was so
pleased to have Steve Brooks, Emilie Hotz, and Russ Ball visit
him in the rehabilitation center. His father Eugene (Bobby)
Brown was by his side till the end.
Glenn’s faith and dependence on Jesus as Lord and Savior
was very evident. He enjoyed life and was at peace with
himself and his circumstances as he ministered to others. We
will certainly miss Glenn’s smile, laugh, and endearing ways.

Glenn Brown

Looking to 2020
Thank you for your support and prayers. Alumni have always
come to visit and volunteer their time at camp. Small work
groups came this summer before and after the 2019 season.
There is still much to do! Karen would love to visit colleges and
alumni this winter and spring to recruit staff and campers for
2020. Please contact the camp office if you would like to work
with her on recruitment.

There is also a lot of maintenance needs. The Director’s
Cottage and Mr. Worm’s cabin both have very leaky
roofs. The old barn on Route 130 will need to be
removed at the cost of $15,000. Both freezers in the
camp kitchen are beyond repair at the cost of $5700
each. And finally, our credit card debt hovers at around
$17,000. Uncle Peter likes to say my Father has so much
money He could never begin to spend it all! Please pray
that we can secure some of those resources ASAP.

Most gratefully, Jane Brooks
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Jane Brooks, MSN
President, The Society for Christian Activities
Director, Camp Good News

Stephen Willard Brooks, MD
Vice President, The Society for Christian Activities
Karen Carlson, PhD
Assistant Director
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Faith Willard MS in Counseling
Director Emerita
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