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Do you recognize any familiar faces in these old pictures? 
They have dedicated much of their lives to building the camp, 
and continue to do so. 80 year old “Barbie Ann” recently brought 
her weed-whackers to camp and removed the grass coming 
up through cracks in the tennis courts. Her lifelong friend   
Hope was delighted to help. The courts looked much better 
by the end of the day.

Although this cast of characters may now represent the 
"old guard," they were not the first. And since then, so many 
children have come to the shores of Snake Pond and been 
enriched by their time there. What follows are just a few 
memories from others over the years.

Dear Friends:
I was 11 when I first attended Camp Good News in July 1958.  
I returned for 3 consecutive summers and later for 2 years as 
counselor. I have no doubt that the senior citizen volunteer I am 
today reflects the profound, positive influence by Rev. Willard, 
camp staff and fellow campers. The camp community was 
extraordinarily diverse: I met and became friends with people 
from all over the U.S., from urban as well as rural homes, and 
from both well-to-do and extremely poor families, as well as 
some who had no family at all. We lived multi-culturalism 
rather than studied it! For many it was the first time to hear the 
Christian message. For others it was a chance to renew and 
deepen their faith. Like most I learned life skills from swimming 
to boating to crafts, music and athletics that still serve me well.  
In short, Camp Good News opened a window on the world to 
me, and I have been fortunate, with my husband and children, 
to live and work since then in many countries and cultures… Liz

Bruce writes: THANK YOU CAMP GOOD NEWS
Starting 64 years ago, my wise parents sent their son to CGN 
for 8 weeks for 3 summers that changed my life. I had great fun, 
developed athletic skills, but most importantly, through the 
words and role modeling of great committed Christian counselors, 
I built a strong faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord that has 
endured over the years with zero regret. Before and during my 

University days, I was blessed to be a counselor and waterfront 
director for 5 years. I was part of a great group of counselors 
that helped me grow in Jesus Christ, and I can still remember 
the “changed lives” of many campers over their 4-8 weeks of camp 
as they put their faith in Jesus Christ. I moved to CA in 1963 and 
certainly feel those years at CGN affected my ministry in the 
business world and neighborhood ministry. Our 3 children during 
their University days spent a total of 12 summers as counselors 
at a large Christian Camp. One son is a Sr. Pastor of a growing 
church while the other son teaches and coaches sports at a 
Christian School along with his ministry to Jr. High school 
students. Yes, God used CGN over a couple of generations so far 
in bringing the Good News to others. God is Good – All the Time.    

There is definitely a story to tell!



"In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
 himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind 
 of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will."  Romans 8:26-27

Fast forward to 2012

How do we proceed from here?

Have you ever heard someone say, “If there is a God, why did 
x-y- or z happen? If God is good, why did he allow this to 
happen?”  These types of arguments were designed to prove 
that God does not exist or is not good. But those who have 
experienced God’s love are not so quick to follow this kind of 
negative logic. We at Camp Good News believe firmly in the 
goodness of God. Children learn to sing “Amazing Grace” and 
other wonderful songs, enjoy the beautiful surroundings, 
learn new skills and have fun together.  

Until recently, Camp Good News has enjoyed an excellent 
reputation. Our deepest hope and full intent is to continue 
the good work done here and rededicate ourselves to 
protecting and enriching children. We plan to move forward 
and continue to utilize this amazing place.

Good News strives to provide a safe environment for the 
children and staff. We will continue to seek highly qualified 

staff to provide campers with a 
well-rounded, Christian camp 
experience.

For the first time in 76 years, 
Good News chose to take a year 
off to examine its policies and 
enlist a number of new agencies 
to improve and maintain our 
program. Many camp friends 
and alumni have come forward 
to help in this endeavor. 
  

During this past soccer season, Brendan was surprised by a 
former counselor.  In Brendan's words: 

"One day while replacing a door, a man rode up on a motorcycle.
A stranger. This was a Saturday and the camp grounds sat quiet 
and closed. He turned the bike off and introduced himself. While 
out cruising the Lord told him to 'Go into Camp Good News and 
pray with who ever you find.' 'But Lord, the camp is closed and 
gated, no one will be in there,' he responded. As guessed, the Father 
said 'Go.' Upon his arrival, he related, the gates were all open and 
he kept driving until he saw me, apparently being the one he 
was to pray with. And pray we did. Specifically we prayed for the 
direction of the camp itself and the newness of life to come. Our 
heavenly Father doesn't recycle; He makes all things new and 

Camp Good News is no 
exception. 

To partner in Spirit-filled 
prayer with a complete 
stranger - and yet brother - 
was a great and unpredicted 
experience, one that we as 
believers can get used to. 
Although the camp is in a 
transitory period and its 
immediate future is 
ambiguous, through this 
experience it seems to me that 
the Father is up to something, 
and new life is beginning to 
sprout here."

“Diversity” is what makes CGN so very special. People of 
different Christian denominations, languages and cultures 
have always come to live and learn together in the beauty 
of this place. The Lebanese, Ukrainians, French and Mexicans 
as well as representatives of many other nations have come. 

Laura  (pictured with her 
family) was a camper 
from 2001- 03 and 
recently wrote:
… I met so many 
amazing people from all 
over the world that I still 
keep in touch with to this 
day. Aliona from 
Moldova, Oli and Andy 
from Scotland, Rory from 

South Africa and I remember Katrina and Laura from Ireland, and 
dozens of counselors from the Ukraine as well as from across 
America. All of the counselors set forth such wonderful and 
positive examples of how a young Christian adult should live.

…I am an avid singer and I've sung in many Air Force chapels over 
the years. Singing is one of the best and most cherished ways I 
worship God and I learned how to do that at CGN. My husband 
absolutely loves when I sing and it's helped to bring him closer to 
God. The one main Bible verse that I carry in my heart is Jeremiah 
29:11 "God Has A Plan" which I learned at CGN. 

I love Camp Good News so much and I plan on sending my 
children there one day and possibly coming back to work with 
children (if we ever get stationed close enough).



We need the best and brightest like never before!

Some very talented ex-campers and staff are helping us to 
go forward. Christine Myers-Tegeder attended camp in the 
‘70s and is currently working on a Masters of Divinity degree 
in training to better minister to her community, particularly 
the homeless. When not in class at the seminary, she works 
with children in the inner city of Camden, NJ through Urban 
Promise. We are delighted that this young woman with 
degrees in education and music hopes to help lead the 
Junior Girls Camp this summer!

Christine has a wonderful story: 

… For over a decade, I would anxiously await the arrival of 
summer, which would signal it was time for the trip to camp. 
I loved my time at camp. What was not to love? I spent the 
entirety of every summer in the presence of kind and loving 
people while I enjoyed swimming, boating, trips to Nantucket, 
the nature center (Cindy the boa constrictor was my favorite!), 
crafts, singing, and learning about God. The few inconveniences 
such as damp cabins (most of which have since been replaced), 
the noise of fighter jets from the air force base, and required 
nap time (for which I would give anything to have now!) were 
trivial. It was a great experience.

… When I considered where to go from here, I look to the 
example of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ sought out those who were 
broken and gave them the chance to be healed, renewed, and 
then spread their new found healing and joy with others. He 
lived among us and all of our sin and failure. Difficult times 
never meant the end of His ministry. When the news of the 
beheading of John the Baptist reached them, the disciples did 
not go home. Rather, the tough times expanded Jesus’ ministry. 

The camp now has a unique opportunity to become a 
greater ministry than it was before. Caring and healing 
can indeed lead to learning and renewal. As someone who 
was blessed by the ministry that Dr. Willard created I can 
only try to help restore that ministry and make it better 
and safer than ever. May we find joy in the journey back to 
a great ministry, and may we do it in the name and 
example of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This summer campers will also have the opportunity 
to sing in an all-camp choir. In choir they will be able 
to develop rhythm and singing skills while enjoying 
music from multiple traditions and cultures. They will 
also have the opportunity to perform and share their 
talents with others.



Going forward

After attending Brown University, my grandfather passed over 
high paying job offers to take the salary of $10 / week as pastor 
of Forestdale Baptist Church in 1927. Out of that, $3 went to room 
and board, $1 went to the church and $6 was left for “free-will 
offerings, travel, clothing, incidentals, and investments.” He was 
an optimist! His investment went toward a down payment of $500 
for the 1st 25 acres of camp. There are many amazing examples of 
the faith and determination amongst our forefathers. 

This past year has given Camp Good News the opportunity to 
coordinate its efforts with individuals and organizations anxious 
to improve both our infrastructure and programs.  Good News 
has many wonderful summer camp activities such as swimming, 
sailing, trips to Martha’s Vineyard, Mt. Washington, camp outs, 
skits and field sports.  Our forests, waterfront, and bogs make the 
perfect setting for learning about nature.   Please let us know if 
you would like to contribute to or become involved in the 
summer camp, rental program, retreats or volunteer activities. 
We are always looking for new ideas and a dedicated team.  

1.  Falmouth Sheet Metal to install a new Hood for ventilation in the kitchen ....  $13,803.00
2.  Carpet and Vinyl flooring for the Guest House on Route 130 ...............................  $1,175.00
3.  A dozen Sunfish sailboats from Pecks’ Boats, Inc. ...................................................... $3,757.00 each

Please continue to lift up Camp Good News in your prayers as we ready for 2012. Parents, campers and 
counselors alike ask when we will open. We want to help restore this ministry to make it better and safer 
than ever. The dates for 2012 sessions will soon be posted on our website.

In His Service,

A wish list for 2012

Jane Brooks, MSN
President - The Society for Christian Activities
Director - Camp Good News

Stephen Willard Brooks, MD
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Director Emerites

Ghislaine Lacerte, MBA
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